Introduction
Osho, formerly known as Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh (abbreviated here as BSR in citations for works written when he still used that name), stands out as perhaps the most controversial of all Eastern gurus who have managed to attract a significant Western following. Often referred to as a "sex guru" or "the guru of the rich, " Osho appears to epitomize the stereotypical guru often encountered in popular culture and decried by the anticult movement. Osho's positive understanding of sexuality, his unashamed display of material wealth-when living in the United States, he shocked his critics by claiming to own 93 Rolls Royces (Palmer 1988, 128) -coupled with repeated allegations of illegal activities, all came together to establish Osho as the archetypal "cult leader" to his detractors. However, as will be discussed in this chapter, Osho's teachings on sexuality are in fact not as controversial or irrational as they might have appeared to the eyes of his critics. On the contrary, Osho's teachings are not only consistent and coherent, but they are also reflective of the period in which they were formulated. Although some scholars have previously discussed Osho's teachings on sex, sexuality, gender, and women-most notably Hugh Urban, Elizabeth Puttick, and Marion Goldman-Osho's teachings on these subjects remain difficult to access since they are scattered throughout his published work. 2 This chapter aims to provide a deeper understanding of Osho's teachings on sexuality by discussing a wide range of direct references to sex, sexuality, gender, and women culled from over 200 publications. Many of his discourses and answers to questions over a 35-year period have been transcribed into book form, of which 226 are accessible online through the Osho online library. 3 Among those titles there are 732 references to sex, sexuality, gender, and women. After a brief overview of Osho's career as a spiritual teacher, Osho's teachings on sexuality and mystical experience, marriage, children, AIDS, women, and gender will be examined. Following this will be a discussion of the reception and interpretation of Osho's teachings by several sannyasins, as disciples are known, in order to understand how those teachings were put into practice by his followers.
Osho's Career as a Spiritual Teacher
Osho's own account of his childhood and spiritual awakening is similar to many other spiritual leaders and founders of new religious movements: he claims to have had several mystical experiences as a child and teenager, and to have stood apart from those around him. A spiritual crisis led him to turn his back on his professional career and instead embark upon the path of a guru. Osho, or Rajneesh Chandra Mohan, was born in 1931 in the village of Kuchwada, Madhya Pradesh. His parents died at an early age, and his grandparents, who were wealthy Jains, raised him. As mentioned, Osho relates that he had ecstatic religious experiences from an early age. These experiences culminated on March 21, 1953, at the age of 21, when he claims he reached full enlightenment while sitting under a tree in the Bhanvartal garden in Jabalpur. Enlightenment did not result in permanent happiness, however, and Osho describes how his life as a university student-first at Hitkarini College and later at D. N. Jain College, both at Jabalpur-was marked by personal strife, depression, and anorexia. He states that he even attempted to commit suicide. Osho persevered, however, and "finally emerged from his crisis and in an intense spiritual breakthrough to Selfrealization-'an inner explosion, ' as he put it, in which he left his body and realized his inner nature" (Urban 2005, 172) . Osho continued his university studies and, after having received his master's degree in philosophy in 1957 at the University of Sagar, taught philosophy for nine years at the University of Jabalpur. During this time Osho continued to focus on his inner spiritual life, and in 1967 he decided to leave the academic world and embark upon a journey as a spiritual leader. Osho quickly managed to gather devout disciples who saw him as a guru, but his teachings were already being criticized for being extremely controversial and provocative, especially his teachings on the positive aspects of sexuality, and he was already being portrayed as a "sex guru" as early as 1968 in the Indian press (Carter 1990, 45) . By September 1970 Osho had initiated his first group of
